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of Asian Pacific Islander American, APIA, 
communities about the devastating impact of 
HIV/AIDS as well as educating our commu-
nities about the progress in the areas of pre-
vention, care and treatment, and vaccines. 

Asian Pacific Islander Americans are among 
the fastest growing racial/ethnic populations in 
the United States. Despite stereotypes depict-
ing APIAs as ‘‘model citizens’’ who enjoy per-
fect health, health advocates point out that 
HIV/AIDS awareness is lacking in many com-
munities. Indeed, APIAs in the U.S. have high-
er rates of those preventable diseases that are 
also co-factors for HIV/AIDS—including hepa-
titis B and tuberculosis—than white Ameri-
cans. 

Worldwide, AIDS has killed more than 20 
million people, including 3.1 million in 2004 
alone. Through 2003, in the United States, ap-
proximately 930,000 people had been diag-
nosed with AIDS and more than 400,000 peo-
ple were living with AIDS. While the number of 
reported AIDS cases among APIAs remains 
small, lack of detailed HIV surveillance, under-
reporting, and misclassification often mask the 
true impact of the HIV epidemic on APIAs. 

Mr. Speaker, according to such groups as 
the San Francisco-based Asian and Pacific Is-
land Wellness Center, the Asian Pacific Is-
lander American Health Forum, and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC, 
HIV data collected between 2000–2003 re-
veals a 54 percent increase in AIDS diagnosis 
among APIAs. As of December 2003, men ac-
counted for 87 percent of APIA AIDS cases, 
with 71 percent occurring among men who 
have same-sex relations. Among APIA 
women, 49 percent of AIDS cases were attrib-
uted to heterosexual contact. 

As Chair of the Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus, I want to say it loud and 
clear that there is no misunderstanding. HIV/ 
AIDS is a public health emergency for Asian 
Pacific Islander Americans. 

National API HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is 
the first step in breaking the silence and re-
ducing the shame associated with HIV/AIDS, 
and I applaud the Banyan Tree Project for 
their efforts. Reducing stigma will give APIAs 
greater access to services we need and de-
serve, which in turn will reduce the spread of 
HIV. 

I urge my colleagues to join me today, along 
with national, regional, and local HIV/AIDS 
groups, in supporting this effort to raise aware-
ness of HIV/AIDS among Asians and Pacific 
Islanders and to mobilize communities to get 
involved. Only through collaboration and a will-
ingness to break down barriers and build 
bridges will we be able to win this fight against 
HIV/AIDS. 

f 

THE PRESERVING MEDICARE FOR 
ALL ACT OF 2005 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce legislation to help fulfill the promise 
made by Congress and the President to our 
seniors. This year, Congress may consider a 
multifaceted approach to programs that affect 
the security of our seniors. Any discussion 
about ensuring the financial security of retired 

Americans must also take into account their 
ability to access meaningful prescription drug 
coverage. 

In November 2003, Congress passed legis-
lation to provide limited coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs. I opposed that legislation because 
it contained serious flaws that will result in 
more harm than help for Medicare bene-
ficiaries. The bill that I am introducing today, 
the Preserving Medicare for All Act of 2005 
corrects the legislation’s structural defects and 
provides additional beneficiary protections. 

Over the past several years, I have met with 
thousands of seniors in my district about Medi-
care and their need for prescription drug cov-
erage. They brought me their empty pill bottles 
and their pharmacy receipts. With the highest 
out-of-pocket costs of any age group in the 
country, they and millions of other seniors 
across the nation were looking to Congress for 
real prescription drug coverage that would 
give them substantial help with their drug 
costs. They wanted their drug benefit to be 
provided like other benefits covered by Medi-
care—administered by the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, CMS, with a 
guaranteed benefit, universally available re-
gardless of where they live, for it not to jeop-
ardize existing coverage, and yes, they want-
ed the choice of their own doctor and hospital 
and the freedom to choose a private health 
plan if they prefer that option. 

I believe that a clear majority of the House 
and Senate wanted to enact legislation that 
met our seniors’ needs. Unfortunately, the bill 
that moved through Congress failed to provide 
seniors with what they needed or expected. 
The plan that became law will not be adminis-
tered by CMS but by private insurers. 

Under the 2003 law, the government is pro-
hibited from using the purchasing power of 40 
million beneficiaries to lower drug prices. 
There will be no guaranteed benefit, but rather 
an ‘‘actuarially equivalent’’ benefit whose com-
ponents insurance companies can manipulate 
to discourage high-cost seniors from enrolling. 
It will not be universal, because these insurers 
can offer different coverage in different areas 
of the country. It will jeopardize existing cov-
erage: the Congressional Budget Office has 
estimated that 2.7 million retirees—half of 
whom have annual incomes of less than 
$30,000—will lose the drug benefits they now 
enjoy as a result of insufficient subsidies to 
employers. Late last year, 14 months before 
the drug coverage provisions of the law are to 
take effect, hundreds of seniors in my district 
began receiving notices that their employer- 
based drug coverage would be dropped as 
their benefits are ‘‘coordinated’’ with Medicare. 

Under the guise of ‘‘choice’’ and ‘‘competi-
tion,’’ this bill gives billions of extra dollars to 
managed care plans, which are already reim-
bursed at rates one-fifth higher than fee-for- 
service Medicare. This so-called ‘‘stabilization 
fund’’ and a premium support demonstration 
project are not designed to offer choice, but 
instead to lure younger, healthier seniors away 
from traditional Medicare and into private 
plans. These features of the bill do not save 
money, according to the Congressional Budg-
et Office’s estimate. Instead, scarce dollars 
that could be used to provide a better drug 
benefit are used to increase health plan prof-
its. Those beneficiaries who remain in fee-for- 
service Medicare will be isolated in an under-
funded program and they will see their pre-
miums skyrocket as a result of phony ‘‘com-
petition.’’ 

Finally, the new law includes a ‘‘cost con-
tainment’’ provision that actually shifts rather 
than contains costs. By combining the Part A 
and Part B Trust Funds and creating a new 
definition of insolvency that caps Medicare’s 
use of general revenues at 45 percent of total 
Medicare costs, this provision would force 
government to cut benefits or raise payroll 
taxes if this limit is exceeded. More than any 
other element of the new law, this provision 
would undermine the entire Medicare system 
as we know it, shifting the burden of the pro-
gram onto those least able to afford it. 

The bill I am introducing today will modify 
these damaging aspects of the new Medicare 
law. First it will authorize the HHS Secretary to 
use the purchasing power of 40 million seniors 
and disabled Americans to negotiate lower 
drug prices. Second, it will guarantee seniors 
the choice of a nationally available, defined 
benefit within Medicare. The premium, deduct-
ible, copays and stoploss will be set by law, 
not by private insurers. Third, my bill will fully 
reimburse employers for the cost of qualified 
retiree drug coverage and it will permit their 
costs to count toward seniors’ catastrophic 
limits. Fourth, it will repeal the premium sup-
port demonstration and help ensure that Medi-
care remains a national program with equal 
access for all seniors. Fifth, it will eliminate the 
‘‘stabilization’’ fund for private health insurers 
and dedicate these funds to strengthening the 
traditional Medicare program for seniors. Fi-
nally, it will eliminate the ‘‘cost containment’’ 
provision of the bill, which will harm both work-
ing families, seniors, and health care pro-
viders. 

Mr. Speaker, the Medicare prescription drug 
provisions of this bill will not take effect until 
2006. We have time to fix the structural prob-
lems that prevent this law from benefitting to-
day’s beneficiaries and those who will depend 
on Medicare in future years. If this Congress 
is serious about the financial security of older 
Americans, it will make every effort to keep 
the promises we have made to our seniors. I 
urge my colleagues to cosponsor this legisla-
tion. 
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LETTER TO SALVADORAN AMBAS-
SADOR TO THE U.S. RENE ANTO-
NIO LEÓN RODRIGUEZ 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on April 29, 
2002, Rep. RAÚL GRIJALVA and I sent the fol-
lowing letter to Salvadoran Ambassador to the 
United States, Rene Antonio León Rodriguez 
regarding police brutality against Salvadoran 
government officials: 

DEAR AMBASSADOR LEÓN: It has just been 
brought to our attention that Salvadoran 
diputados Dr. Salvador Arias and Zoila 
Quijada were victims of police brutality yes-
terday while defending protesters of the So-
cial Security Doctors Union (SIMETRISSS). 

The protesters were members of the doc-
tors union who were upset about the unjust 
decision to deport Dr. Pedro Bachon 
Rodriguez, an Ecuadorian doctor and adviser 
to the doctors union who has been a legal 
resident of El Salvador for the past 8 years. 
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Diputado Arias and Quijada stepped in to 
mediate between the doctors union and the 
police an to defend the protesters, and the 
police responded by beating them too. They 
identified themselves to the police as mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly, but the po-
lice continued to beat them. Fortunately 
their bodyguards stepped in to protect them 
before the were terribly injured. 

We disapprove of in the strongest terms 
the use of police violence against the govern-
ment officials. This unconscionable violation 
of human rights and democracy threatens 
the 1992 Peace Accords and could lead to 
grave consequences. Furthermore, we strong-
ly disapprove of the police violence against 
protesters. This violence has been increasing 
recently with anti-CAFTA protests in El Sal-
vador. The Salvadoran Interior Minister en-
dorsed the police violence against protesters 
that occurred on April 14 and wrongfully 
called the protesters ‘‘terrorists.’’ 

This is not acceptable. This will not go un-
noticed by the United States and by inter-
national human rights movements. Be as-
sured that, we will pursue an investigation 
into this matter to the fullest. 

On May 3, 2005, Ambassador León sent the 
following reply: 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE KUCINICH: We ac-
knowledge receipt of your letter dated April 
29, 2005 in which you express your concern on 
the apparent use of police force against two 
congresspeople of the Salvadoran Legislative 
Assembly, Dr. Salvador Arias and Dr. Zoila 
Quijada, while seemingly defending members 
of the Social Security Doctors Union 
(SIMETRISSS). 

To that respect, we have proceeded to send 
your letter to the pertinent authorities in El 
Salvador who are already aware of your pre-
occupation and will soon deliver you their 
response. 

Please accept Mr. Representative Kucinich 
the assurances of our consideration and es-
teem. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘DIGITAL OP-
PORTUNITY INVESTMENT 
TRUST’’ 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join my 
good friend and colleague Rep. RALPH REG-
ULA (R–OH) in introducing the ‘‘Digital Oppor-
tunity Investment Trust Act.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I have long believed that when 
the Federal Communications Commission de-
cides to proceed with auctions as a means of 
granting licenses to the public’s airwaves, that 
the public deserves to reap the benefits. 
These benefits should manifest themselves 
not only in the more rapid offering of new, 
competitive commercial wireless services or 
the deployment of technological innovations, 
but also in the ‘‘dividends’’ that can be reaped 
by re-investing the auction money wisely. The 
legislation we are introducing today, proposes 
taking auction revenue and creating a perma-
nent trust fund in order to fund grants for pub-
lic interest telecommunications initiatives. I be-
lieve harnessing this resource and re-investing 
it for such initiatives will be vital to our national 
economic security and for leaving to the next 
generation the cultural and educational assets 
of our great country in an accessible digital 
form. 

Mr. Speaker, ensuring that the research and 
development into the software and tele-
communications tools that will animate the 
technologies for use in classrooms and work-
places around the country is a sound invest-
ment. Making available additional resources 
for public televisions and radio stations for 
their needs in the digital era is also vital. Fi-
nally, our nation’s libraries, museums, univer-
sities are great repositories of information and 
possess the tremendous wealth of our cultural 
heritage. These treasurers can and ought to 
be digitized in a way that makes them acces-
sible to all our citizens, both online and over- 
the-air using our national public broadcasting 
system. This will help to ensure we have an 
informed and skilled citizenry for our civic insti-
tutions. Putting these great educational re-
sources at the heart of the technological trans-
formation our society is undergoing will 
strengthen our democracy in fundamental 
ways. 

For all of these reasons, I believe we must 
rise to the challenge of funding advanced re-
search and development for education and 
technology training in a way that reflects the 
urgent need to do so and the current, inad-
equate resources being put to these efforts. 
Telecommunications technology has an awe-
some potential to affect change positively by 
driving economic growth, preparing our citi-
zens for the tough challenges ahead, and en-
riching our democracy. Yet without a plan, it 
will remain just that—merely the ‘‘potential’’ 
and ‘‘promise’’ but not the reality. That’s why 
I believe we ought to reinvest the auction re-
sources we obtain from winning bidders to the 
public’s airways. A permanent trust fund built 
from these funds will go a long way in meeting 
the need and that is what our legislation is de-
signed and intended to do. 
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NATIONAL ASIAN AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDER HIV/AIDS AWARENESS 
DAY 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to draw attention to the first annual Na-
tional Asian and Pacific Islander HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day today, May 19, 2005. This 
day seeks to raise awareness among Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders about the 
devastating impact of HIV/AIDS on their com-
munity and to highlight AIDS prevention and 
treatment opportunities. 

AIDS has claimed the lives of over 20 mil-
lion people worldwide since it was first diag-
nosed in 1981, and the numbers continue to 
grow at an alarming rate. An estimated 5,500 
of 750,000 Americans who face the perils of 
AIDS today are Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders, but with the fastest-growing racial/ 
ethnic population in the nation, this number is 
increasing at a staggering rate. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), the number of AA/PIs living with 
AIDS has increased 10 percent annually over 
the past five years. 

Many Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 
living with HIV/AIDS too often do not take the 
steps necessary to prevent and combat the 
disease due to cultural stigmas around issues 

of sex, sexuality, and drug use. Other obsta-
cles include the fact that nearly 40 percent of 
AA/PIs have limited English proficiency and 13 
percent live below the federal poverty line. 
Nearly one in five are uninsured, and many 
others lack adequate health insurance. That is 
why this day is immensely important in com-
municating the facts and preventative prac-
tices regarding HIV/AIDS. With increased na-
tional awareness and improved communica-
tion, HIV/AIDS information will become more 
widely available and more effective in crossing 
the social, linguistic, and economic barriers 
this population faces. 

It is also critically important that we expand 
the budgets of the CDC, especially the Office 
of Minority Health and the National Institutes 
of Health, and reauthorize the Ryan White 
CARE Act to ensure that HIV/AIDS is ad-
dressed seriously and with adequate re-
sources. Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers face a serious health threat, and they are 
just one segment of the American population 
which battles this deadly disease on a daily 
basis. Our financial support is critical in pro-
viding information, medicine, care, and ulti-
mately a cure for this debilitating disease. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in acknowledging the first National Asian 
and Pacific Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 
and working to enact healthcare solutions to 
the HIV/AIDS crisis. 
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BIKE TARIFF SUSPENSION BILLS 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am introducing seven bills that will waive tar-
iffs for specialty bike parts not produced do-
mestically. 

The bicycle industry is an important part of 
our economy. There are over 6,000 bicycle 
shops and 2,000 companies that deal with bi-
cycle manufacturing with tens of thousands of 
employees. These tariff waivers will reduce 
costs for the bicycle industry and will allow the 
savings to be passed onto the more than 57 
million adult bicyclists across the country. 

Similar bike components that are not pro-
duced in the United States are already exempt 
from tariffs in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule. 
Without a domestic producer of compatible 
components, bike companies should not be 
required to pay duties. This legislation will 
level the playing field for the industry which 
provides one of the cleanest, healthiest, most 
efficient, and environmentally friendly modes 
of transportation that exists. 
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THE SIXTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE HEROIC BATTLE OF 
CRETE 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise proudly 
today to celebrate the 64th anniversary of the 
Battle of Crete, a World War II event of epic 
proportions that profoundly impacted on the 
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